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We’re Turning 5! 

 

It’s an exciting time to be an Academy student! 

The Rochester Academy of Music and Arts is about to celebrate its 5th anniversary.  

Every year aspiring music teachers start their own studio and a year or two later, it's closed. The 

Rochester Academy of Music And Arts has broken this mold—it’s been going strong for 5 years with 

enrollments increasing every month.  

Due to our continued success, we have been making some changes at the Academy to 

ensure that our students are getting the best possible service. Perhaps the most 

noticeable of these changes involves our school’s title. The Academy used to be called 

“The Hungness School of Music,” named after our owner and director, Brannon 

Hungness. However, as the school grew larger, Brannon began to feel that the focus 

should not be on him, but rather on the population of students that gives the school its 

backbone.  

“The school had started to grow very large and I felt like it was becoming more of a 

significant part of the community” Hungness said.  “It wasn’t just something I had created 

anymore; it was something that our students, our teachers, and our staff had created 

together. It was a product of the music and arts culture of Rochester.” 

And thus, the Rochester Academy of Music and Arts was born. Along with the name 

change came renovations to the central school location, an enhanced customer service 

support system, an expanded teaching staff, and more. Feedback from students has been 

overwhelmingly positive. In fact, 2011 has been the Academy’s most successful year to 

date, by far! 

So what does it feel like to be an Academy member? Guitar and piano student Alexsei C. put it best 

when he recently proclaimed that “it’s exciting and fun at the same time!” 
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Help us Celebrate our 5
th

 Anniversary with a Special Holiday Recital! 

            

Every year, the Academy holds recitals in the winter and summer. This year, 

we are arranging a very special holiday recital in honor of our 5th and biggest 

year yet! So be sure to mark your calendars for December 11 at 4:00 PM. The 

recital will be held at the beautiful Perkins Mansion on East Avenue in 

Rochester. Everyone is welcome! 

For those of you who haven’t yet attended an Academy recital, here is the 

lowdown. Recitals are free for students as well as for friends and family 

members. We encourage you to bring guests—the more the merrier! 

While participation in the recitals is not mandatory for students, every 

student has the option to perform. We pride ourselves on creating a 

warm and welcoming atmosphere in our recitals by keeping them low-

pressure and fun. It’s a great chance for students to show the world what they have learned while 

getting some valuable performing experience. It’s also a wonderful opportunity for you to meet and 

interact with other Academy families. So we encourage you to come celebrate, even if you or your child 

decide not to perform. Snacks and light refreshments will be provided. 

So to all of our students, we encourage you to ask your teacher about preparing for the 

recital. Together, you can choose the song and arrangement that you would like to 

perform. The default arrangement for recital performances is for you to be accompanied 

by your teacher while on stage. However, this recital is for you! So if there are other 

arrangements you would like, such as performing alone, with a backing track, or in a group with fellow 

students, just let us know. You can sign up with your teacher or with Brigid at the front desk.  

 

Rochester Academy of Music and Arts Holiday Recital 2011 

Sunday, December 11th at 4pm 

The Perkins Mansion, 494 East Avenue, Rochester NY, 14607 
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Meet Hector, the Academy Dog! 

Some of you may have noticed an adorable new addition to the Academy (and as much as we like it, we 

aren’t talking about the water cooler…) 

 

His name is Hector! 

Many of you have already met Hector during his recent exploits at the school. Hector is a 2 year-old 

Chihuahua and Terrier mix. He came to Rochester all the way from 

Kentucky, where he was rescued from a close call at a shelter. We have to 

thank the fine folks at Nuts for Mutts for giving Hector a second lease on 

life! 

If it wasn’t for Nuts for Mutts, Hector would not have been able to meet all 

of our great Academy students. Brannon Hungness, director of the 

Rochester Academy of Music and Arts, was proud to provide a donation to the Rochester-based dog 

rescue organization, Nuts for Mutts. If you too are interested in helping good dogs find good homes, you 

can visit http://www.nutsformuttsrescue.com to donate or to find a new friend of your own.  

Hector would like to thank everyone for being so kind to him! RAMA students are the best! 

 

REFER A FRIEND TO THE ACADEMY AND GET TWO FREE LESSONS! 

If you refer a friend to the Academy and they register for lessons we will send you a thank you gift of 

two free lessons. 

 

It’s EASY to refer. Just fill out the referral coupon included with your newsletter. When your friend signs 

up, you will receive your two free lessons. A $44 Value!  

 

Have more friends? Pick up some extra coupons at the front desk. We greatly appreciate your referrals! 
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RAMA Student of the Month: 

 Tessa Charles 

1. What instrument do you play? 

Guitar.  

2. How long have you taken lessons? 

4 years. 

3. Who are your Favorite Musical Artists? 

The Beatles, Blondie, Ke$ha, Pink, Lemonade Mouth, and Bruno Mars. 

4. What are your other hobbies besides music? 

I like playing video games with my dad, I take piano lessons, and I love to read. 

5. What is the coolest thing you’ve learned in your lessons in the past 3 months? 

The coolest thing I’ve learned in my lessons is how to play “In My Life” by the Beatles! 

 

Is YOUR Teacher Sold Out? 

Many of our Academy teachers are coming close to being sold out. In an effort to continue bringing you 

fun, quality music lessons that fit into your schedule, we have brought some new teachers aboard. Like 

all of our Academy teachers, our newest additions Ryan Webster and Sara Liedke have years of musical 

experience, as well as warm, friendly personalities. We strive to bring our students the best, and Sara 

and Ryan are already doing great things at the Academy.  

         
If you see them, be sure to say hello! 

 

The Rochester Academy of Music and Arts: The Finest Music Lessons in Rochester NY 

585-506-9437 / rochestermusiclessons@gmail.com 

Visit us online at www.RochesterMusicLessons.com 


